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William returns! 
 

William George, aged 4, was our 

1000th visitor on 4th June 1995 

 

 

William, now 32, returned on 31st 

August – our 16,976th visitor! 

 

1995 – small boy, big (Romsey) frame 

2023 – big boy, small (Cowley Bridge) 

frame! 
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From the Editor…. 

Peter Chatfield, Newsletter Editor/Co-Chairman 
 
Welcome to our Summer newsletter, which we have slightly delayed in anticipation of news 
around the time of our August AGM. There’s plenty to read below, so please read on….! 
 
It was great to see many of you at the AGM, the sun was shining, and there was lots of chat and 
the usual consumption of food via our ‘American Supper’ etc. I must say, living 130 miles away 
and being a rare visitor to the signal box, that I’m struck by how consistently good the site looks 
– tidy, attractive flowers, shrubs, grass etc – the ongoing gardening work really makes a 
difference, and it’s easy to take this for granted, so a big thanks to all involved in the 
maintenance. 
 
As we note below, it’s also great that so many are participating in the Wednesday working days. 
No wonder so much gets done with all those folks around (despite the constant availability of tea 
breaks!). 
 
As Dick reports, our extended open days are proving a great success – especially the school 
summer holiday openings, and visitor numbers both for open days and events are healthy 
indeed. Well done in particular to the volunteers connected with the development of the ‘full 
operating’ days, in taking on the challenge of authentic operating of the signal box whilst 
enabling interaction with, and the involvement of, the public.  
 
You will see update reports from Malcolm on the Discovery Centre, Dick and James on the 
proposed work to the signal box, Dick on the signs, Neil’s usual membership update, and various 
Health & Safety notes. We do not ‘stand still’! 

 
For all of you who enjoy Dave’s cakes, pay attention now! Having set up 
the Buffer Stop Café and managed it for the last 8 years, we’re sad to say 
that Dave is resigning from the café at the end of this year. A great deal 
of work has been needed, for every Open Day, from Dave to prepare the 
café and bake cakes to the very high standard he’s proudly maintained. 
The popularity of the Buffer Stop speaks for itself, and it has been a huge 
asset to the signal box museum – ensuring that visitors, many of whom 
travel some distance to see us, may enjoy a welcome drink, snacks and 
cakes. Dave will be a hard act to follow, however, we are making 
arrangements to ensure continuity of the café – even if your cake may 
not be quite so delectable in future! 
 

Once again, please do send us your contribution to The Signal! No matter how large or small, 
your editor is delighted to receive contributions on anything you think may be of interest to 
readers. 
 
Take care and very best wishes, Peter 
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Update and News from the Chairmen 

Dick Hewett and Peter Chatfield write:  
 
There’s still a positive vibe around the 
team at the moment, as the several 
initiatives make gradual progress. We 
are reporting on them individually 
elsewhere in the newsletter, but suffice 
to say we are so grateful for all the 
efforts being put in by such a dedicated 
team, both on Open Days and on the 
Wednesday working days.   
 

Colin asks for advice on signalling 
 from one of our younger visitors… 

 
 
Indeed the latter have become so popular with the folks involved that on some recent 
Wednesdays there have been up to 15 people on site – extraordinary for such a small 
organisation, and on such a small site. Fortunately we are able to find plenty for them to do, and 
we do have a list of further tasks when those there are currently working on are completed.  
That is important, to keep them motivated and retain them as members and volunteers. 

The Wednesday gang take a break from their tea break, for a team photo on the level crossing 
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FRIENDS OF ROMSEY SIGNAL BOX 

A G M 

Saturday 19th August 2023 

Held at Romsey Signal Box. 

 

 
 

Meeting opened at 1633, with 17 members present. Action 

1 Peter C welcomed everyone and thanked them for their support and continuing 
development of the site. 
 
Present: 
Ann Noble, Alan Noble, Dave Trewern, Alan Clark, Malcolm Moore, Dick Hewett, 
Byron Horne, Andy Wright, Peter Chatfield, Derek Grover, Adrian Birtles, Alan 
Combeer, James Laffeaty, Kelly Combeer, Janet Payne, Aaron Thomas, Hayden 
Brodrick, Neil Kearns, Peter Shoolingin-Jordan. 
 
Apologies received: Marion Canning, David Canning, Richard Courage, Bill Tyndall, 
Colin Varney, Tony Thurgar, Dale Greenwood, Steve Hailes, David Foinette, John 
Perry, Howard Sprenger, Martin Cooper, John Phillips, Mike Walshaw, Phil Sharpe, 
Garth Long, David Stonor, Frank Akerman, Keith Phillips, Chris Knight, Andrea Dale, 
Bev Dale, Ian Culley, Ben Mitchell, Mike Curtis, Jamie Brooker, Gavin Brooker, Freda 
Bates. Anne Hewett, Chris Moore, John Stone. 
 

 

2 The minutes of the 2022 AGM were accepted as a true record. 
 
Matters arising from the 2022 AGM 
   Discovery Centre – Covered by in site report. 
   Model Railway – Enhancements are low priority, nothing done. 
   Accessibility issues – Carried over. 
   Filming – Aaron will follow up contacts in University of Winchester who showed  
   interest. 
   Signal Box Structure - Covered by in site report. 
   Handbook – Completed and issued. 
   Site Procedures – These are displayed in mess room. A query was raised whether 
   they should be wholly or partly shown on the website. As they are internal  
   documents it was thought that they should not be on line. Carried over with  
    the consideration of selective on-line display of one or two procedures like  
   safeguarding. 
   DBS Checks – All done, some automatic updates are being issued. 
   Consent Forms – Reissued 
   Emergency contact details – Details collated and kept in kitchen. 

 
 
 
 
DH 
BH 
AT 
 
 
 
DH/PC 
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3 Report by Co-Chairmen 
 
The division of responsibilities was explained. Dick looks after operations, site 
improvements, publicity and local liaison. Peter takes responsibility for policies, 
procedures and risk assessments.  
 
SB Building : Refurbishment is now planned for spring 2024. 
 
SB Wiring – Contact has been made with a commercial contractor with a view to 
setting up a contract for repair, maintenance and upgrading of the signal box wiring 
and power equipment. They have produced a document listing all the work required 
to bring the signal box up to current operational and safety standards. How far the 
operational upgrading will go is open to discussion within the Friends. We would 
benefit from a safer installation and more reliable operation and the contractor would 
have a location for training staff on older equipment and be able to demonstrate to 
Network Rail their community involvement. 
 
Signage – The individual displays are under development with the aim of having 
enough but not too much detail. How the public would access further information is 
being considered. There is now a contractor involved who volunteered his services at 
cost price. The signs will be coloured aluminium for durability and to minimise fading. 
 
Discovery Centre – Covered fully in site report. 
 
Open Days - Increased this year to make use of young volunteers during school / 
college holidays, and to give opportunities for families to visit, by opening on 
Thursdays during the May/Summer/October school holidays. (25 open days in 2022, 
36 in 2023.) For some open days a prototypical timetable has been operated. Dick 
thanked Colin and Neil for the background research and training involved. 
The additional open days are yielding about 25 to 30 visitors on each day. 
Dick recommended that we open to the same pattern in 2024.  Aaron suggested 
opening on Thursdays during the Easter holidays as well. 
Dick and Peter C thanked all the volunteers who helped at the open days, although 
the critical role seemed to be staffing the café. 
 
Wednesday working sessions – These are proving to be really useful with high 
numbers of volunteers. One day saw 15 members on site. Extra members with new 
skills have joined specifically to work on the Discovery Centre.  
 
Peter S-J thanked all the volunteers for their input to the phenomenal development 
over the last few years. Peter C thanked him for the comments and for the support 
from the Buildings Preservation Trust over the years. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
JL 
 
DH 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DH/KC 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DH 

4 Financial report 
 
DH reviewed the financial statement for 1 April 2022 to 31 March 2023. 
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Unusual items noted were: 
The gift aid payment of £1282 was for two years. HMRC are normally efficient with 
processing Gift Aid claims. The claim for 2021/22 missed the cut off date for the 
accounts by a few days. 
Heavy expenditure is foreseen for this year and next year for fitting out the Discovery 
Centre, Signal Box repairs and wiring enhancements and repairs. 
 
A payment was made to Alan Johnston for all his work over the years on Cowley 
Bridge Jn. 
 
£50,000 has been temporarily released from Reserved Funds to the Buildings 
Preservation Trust for completion of work on Bargain Farm at Nursling. The property 
is now on the market and the sum will be returned plus interest when the sale of 
Bargain Farm is completed. This currently leaves only £41,000 available for 
refurbishment of the Signal Box structure plus the other major developments – which 
is not sufficient. 
 
Regular operating cost and utility bills are covered by entrance charges, membership 
and donations, leaving a small surplus. Capital investments will be paid for from the 
windfall funds. 
 
These accounts have been audited as part of the Buildings Preservation Trust 
accounts, and will be formally tabled at the Trust AGM later in the year. 
Accounts to be accepted by the Friends at this meeting: Proposed Byron Horne, 
seconded Alan Noble. 
 

5 Membership report (Neil Kearns) 
We have 88 paid up members with a few long-term members who need reminding 
again to renew. Thank you to the 17 members who have joined since the last AGM. 
 

 

6 Site report 
Facing Point Lock. 
This will be completed once the sleepers have been delivered and fitted. The supplier 
has needed to be reminded to get anything done.  AB has produced a system of work 
to replace the rotten sleepers. 
 
Discovery Centre – Report from Malcolm Moore 
When the signal box project started in the 1980s, its founding aims included it being 
an education resource for the public, our visitors, to learn about engineering and 
operation of railway signalling. 
In 2018/19 work started on providing a Discovery Centre. 
A pavilion was erected, shelving built for working, educational and interesting 
exhibits, lighting was installed, and a great deal of wiring too … wires of all colours 
and voltages. 
Then the pandemic struck. Work stalled until the end of 2022. 
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At the end of 2022 and early 2023, several of us brainstormed how to build on the 
original ideas for exhibits and how to kickstart the Discovery Centre project. 
Some original ideas survived though in a different form. 
The model railway, designed to give a driver’s view of signalling, is currently setting 
our schedule to completion. 
Our team has laid track in block sections, installed points and signals and procured a 
realistic sounding locomotive (33008 “Eastleigh”) and a boxcar with a forward-facing 
webcam. The team has proved it works. 
The track circuit display was our first working exhibit. 
Using traditional relays and a little hidden chicanery, this exhibit lights up the 
presence of a wagon on sections of a simple track circuit board and demonstrates 
how the system reverts to its safest state should power fail. 
I won’t name our many volunteers who have willingly contributed so much of their 
time and effort to our project. I’m bound to miss someone out. 
And we’ve had generous donations and advice from people not directly connected 
with our signal box too. 
Our thanks are due everyone for their constructive ideas, their unbounded 
encouragement, feedback and hands on work.  
We continue to struggle with availability of skills. Our veteran volunteers know 
established technologies but we decided to use solutions that future volunteers will 
support and develop. 
I’m sure we’ve made decisions that will endure and anticipate our starting up soon. 
 
Dick thanked Malcolm for managing the project. 
 
Signal Box Refurbishment 
James Laffeaty explained how the proposal to redecorate the SB exterior had 
developed into a refurbishment and overhaul of the whole structure. 
A schedule of works to include joinery, roof repairs, re-pointing brickwork as well as 
repainting had been developed. The exterior tongue and groove boarding was going 
to use treated soft wood of the same type as the south elevation facing Brick Lane. 
 
It was not possible to get any contractors to start work this year, so the work is being 
tendered to start in the spring of 2024. The timescale is part of the tendering process 
and the works should take about two months. Plenty of contingency time has been 
written into the specification.  
 
Peter C thanked James and Malcolm for their project management skills. 
 
General Maintenance 
Adrian commented that general maintenance has continued in the background, 
sometimes fixing what others break! 
 
Dick thanked Alan and Neil for all their work in keeping the gardens so smart which 
was often commented on by visitors. 
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Alan and Kelly were thanked for resolving issues when the SB alarms sounds out of 
hours. 
 

7 Election of committee. 
The following people are offering themselves for re-election. 
 
  Co Chairmen:    Dick Hewett & Peter Chatfield (until major projects completed) 
  Membership Secretary: Neil Kearns 
  Treasurer:    Dick Hewett 
  Buildings Trust Liaison:   James Laffeaty 
  Policy Management:   Peter Chatfield 
  Discovery Centre:   Malcolm Moore 

 
Their re-appointment was proposed by Janet Payne and seconded by Peter S-J. 
 

 

8 Site Procedures and policy updates 
At present only minor changes are being processed. 
The Safeguarding Policy will be presented at the committee meeting on 4th September 
for final approval. 
The Health and Safety Policy and Procedures will be presented at the committee 
meeting after the 4th September meeting for final approval – this is to allow time for a 
benchmarking exercise (see below). 
 
Following the publication of the Office of Road and Rail document about Heritage 
Railway Safety Management, our policies will be compared to the ORR 
recommendations as part of a benchmarking exercise. This may lead to further minor 
revisions of safety documentation. 
 
It is the responsibility of all working volunteers to follow the safety procedures and 
appraise any risks during practical work. 
 

 
 
PC 
 
PC 
 
 
 
AB/PC 
 
 
 
 
All 

9 Date of Next AGM 
17th August 2024 at Romsey Signal Box, commencing at 1630. 
 

 
All 

10 Diary Dates 
The open days for 2024 will follow the same pattern as 2023 with the additional 
Thursday openings in school holidays between Easter and October half term. 
 

 

11 Any other business 
Byron is prepared to act as Social Media co-ordinator, initially taking over facebook 
posts from Neil. For this he will need many more photos of current and historic 
events. Neil commented that to get interest in diary dates, posting historic photos had 
helped raise interest and spread the coverage into railway and local history facebook 
pages.  Aaron asked if we would spread our coverage beyond facebook linked 
platforms like Twitter / “X” or their replacements.  Byron will investigate. 
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Dick proposed that Byron took over the facebook account. Neil to provide the 
password and links. [Post meeting note: With assistance from Jamie Brooker.] 
 
Thanks were recorded for Steve Hailes continuing to manage the website.  
 
Aaron queried whether the café menu be shown on the website. This was under 
consideration as part of the signage review. The pdf for the basic price list could be 
easily transferred into the web site. 
 
Ann Noble asked if the colours used on the new signage had suitable colour contrast 
for people with poor eyesight. Yes, this had been considered and Byron as disability 
advisor had been involved. 
 
Peter S-J questioned some aspects of the signage. Dick explained some of the issues 
and how a great deal of effort was being made in showing a reasonable level of 
information with link such as QR codes or explanations on the website to provide 
greater detail. 
 
Another expansion of giving information was the proposal of recorded messages 
being played when the signal post telephones around the site were lifted. 
 
Ann Noble asked about information for those who didn’t use electronic systems. DH 
explained that the leaflets and press releases and contact with the Visitor Information 
Centre would continue. 
 
Any material for the blog should be sent to Dave Trewern and for facebook to Byron 
Horne.  Peter C asked that any contributions to The Signal should be sent to him. The 
items don’t need to be directly about Romsey SB, as long as they have content of 
interest to readers, eg items about railways or transport locally or elsewhere. 
 
Ann Noble asked if there was any concern over wear and tear on the equipment. That 
isn’t thought to be a problem at present.  
 

 Meeting closed 1759. 
 

 

NK24082023 

Health & Safety – Update…. 
 
Dick Hewett and Peter Chatfield write:  

Just a reminder to everyone who volunteers on site that they should follow the procedures and 
policies which are displayed in the Mess Hut. We haven’t had any incidents recently – and we 
want it to stay that way! 
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Open Days, Events and AGM 

Dick Hewett writes: 
 
Open Days 
 
We opened to the public in 1992 and since then we have had almost 17,000 visitors. It was 
therefore a particular pleasure when, on 31st August, a dad with his young son, holding tickets 
16976 and 16977, mentioned that he had seen on the internet a picture of himself as a boy in 
the box – and believed it was for some celebration. I then suggested he had been our 1000th 
visitor back in 1995 – and showed him the photo on our display board. “Yes, that’s me!” he said 
– so it was only natural to get a photo of him now, 28 years on – but pulling a lever on the 
Cowley Bridge frame. It’s great to know that those who visited years ago as children do come 
back later as parents, something we witness quite frequently. 
 
But what of our Open Days in general? Well, what a period it has been since the last Newsletter! 
Our experiment of opening on every Thursday during the school summer holidays was a real 
success, with between 23 and 36 visitors each day. This was principally families such as William 
and his young son (our intended audience) and couples visiting the area. We opened a total of 10 
times between 27th July and 3rd September, during which we had just a couple of very quiet days 
– August bank Holiday and Sunday 3rd September itself. Both had good weather and we suspect 
everyone took the opportunity to go 
to the beach rather than call at the 
Box. (In contrast, there were quiet a 
lot of visitors on the wet Thursday at 
the end of August.) 
 

Aaron explains the subtleties of 
Cowley Bridge to a captive audience, 

whilst Ian listens on, and Noah 
quietly fiddles with levers 

 
 

 
Meanwhile Malcolm welcomes another family 
 
Prior to that, we opened four times during the Romsey 
Festival between 1st and 16th July. The opening on 1st July 
was meant to coincide with a model railway exhibition – 
but that was delayed by a week so the mutual advantage 
was lost. The period also included La Ronde, the Gardens 
Tour of Romsey: in 2021 we had 160 visitors from La 
Ronde, but only 79 in 2023. This has been put down 
mainly to a much-reduced number of gardens to visit, 
making it a much less attractive proposition. 
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Never assume it’s only boys who like trains… 
 
Nevertheless we are almost guaranteed to smash our 
record for total visitors during the year, with a mere 
130 needed during the rest of the year to beat 2022 – 
and we have yet to host Heritage Open Days on 
16th/17th Sept, which yielded 224 visitors in 2022. The 
average per Open Day is slightly down at just over 30 
visitors – but that has not been a problem as it has 
reduced the pressure on those staffing the signal box 
trying to provide a continual run of demonstrations.  

Malcolm ensures another three-year-old enjoys pulling the ground frame’s distant signal lever 
 
The other success of the year has been the full operation days. Though we don’t seem to have 
attracted the signalling enthusiasts we were targeting, nevertheless our increasing skills at 
engaging with the public whilst operating the signal box are perfecting the package, and most 
importantly these operational days give the volunteers the chance to operate the box fully, 
thereby extending their skills and using the box to its full capacity. 
 
My thanks then to everyone who has volunteered to staff the open days so far this year. We are 
now entering a slightly quieter period for the rest of the year and into 2024, however the 
resources we will need each day will increase when we open the Discovery Centre to the public, 
hopefully in November, as we will need at least one person there at all times. So we still need all 
those offers from all of you! 
 
Group visits 
 
We continue to host occasional group visits from such as Beavers, Cubs, and U3A groups. These 
are easy to manage, require fewer resources, and yet bring valuable income. With the younger 
visitors it is also a good way to get a whole group of them to the site, encouraging them to come 
back and visit with parents and siblings. 
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Events 
 
Of course we have also held our AGM during the period, the minutes for which are incorporated 
elsewhere in this edition of The Signal. This was followed by an American Supper, a very pleasant 
way to end the day and a chance for more socialising together than is possible on a busy Open 
Day (in contrast there is plenty of opportunity on a very quiet day, as we found out!). 

Earnest debate during the AGM grabs everyone’s attention (including Malcolm on his phone?)  
 

Buffer Stop cafe 

Dick Hewett writes: 

It is with some sadness that we need to report Dave Trewern’s resignation from running the 
Buffer Stop Café beyond the end of 2023. Dave has done a brilliant job in developing the café 
and ensuring we follow all the Hygiene and food safety procedures, and his homemade cakes are 
out of this world! However he wants to be more flexible on attendance and also free up the days 
he has dedicated to baking for each Open Day. He deserves this after 8 years of baking for us! 
 
Dave will be a very hard act to follow, however it is essential his work continues as the Buffer 
Stop is an integral element in the success of the site, offering visitors very welcome refreshment 
and attracting walkers and others just for the café itself. This all adds valuable income, despite 
the very reasonable prices (some visitors say they are too low!). 
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Tea break in the Buffer Stop Café for 
the Wednesday gang 

 
Our plan is to split the work from 
January 2024, and we shall be seeking 
volunteers to take on the following 
responsibilities: 

- Staffing the Buffer Stop on 
Open Days: We already have a 
team for this but could do 
with one or two more folks 
stepping forward and being 
trained up. 

- Stock control: We need someone to monitor stocks and make all the necessary purchases 
to ensure we always have the items we wish to offer to visitors. 

- Deep cleaning: This is a quarterly task, and we may well incorporate this into the work 
undertaken by the Wednesday gang, whose members include several who I’m sure would 
be up for this task. Dave has offered to guide others for this task when he completes the 
deep cleaning due in September and December. 
 

In addition there is the question of cake. During the 
summer we have been purchasing from a local 
supermarket on the days Dave hasn’t been available to 
bake for us. The quality is not as good, so we have 
offered slices at a lower price. Clearly this not a long-
term solution, so we shall be researching alternative 
suppliers, quite possibly commercial bakers. Whoever 
bakes the cakes needs to have all the right hygiene 
checks done, which could be an onerous task, as well 
as having exceptional cake-making skills (just like 
Dave!). 
 

John on duty in the Buffer Stop. He looks pleased with 
himself, but the customers are fearing the loss of 

Dave’s cakes… 
 
Dave will not be leaving the museum and will be 
making himself available for other duties on Open 
Days, such as PIC, the gate, and helping with Romsey box – but will leave staffing the Buffer Stop 
to others. He will possibly bake for very special occasions in the future, but for members and 
special guests rather than as products for sale through the cafe. 
 
Dave will bake his final cakes for the regular Open Days on Sunday 3rd December, so do make the 
effort to come along to sample the superb products for the last regular time – and help to give 
Dave the appropriate send -off from this much appreciated contribution to Romsey Signal Box. 
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DBS checks 

Dick Hewett writes: 

Anyone who has had a DBS check through Romsey Signal Box and who registered for the update 
service is quite likely to get a message from the DBS service to say their registration is being 
automatically renewed. This might happen on the anniversary of your initial registration, 
although it's a bit inconsistent in my experience. As volunteers, you need take no action (as is 
advised in the message). 

 

Signal Box Structure Update 

Dick Hewett/James Laffeaty write: 

Progress with the structural work on the signal box itself has been delayed until Spring 2024. 
Tenders were sought from several local companies, however it became clear that getting the 
work done before the winter months was going to prove impossible. So we are currently in the 
midst of a second tender process and await the responses. 

 

Latest News from the Discovery Centre 

Malcolm Moore writes: 

Our volunteers continue working hard on developing The Discovery Centre. We are on track for a 
late October to early November opening. 

Alan, Malcolm and 
Andy try to look as if 
they understand what 
they’re looking at on 
the laptop – a typical 
mugshot… 
 

Meanwhile Derek 
poses with his 

raspberry pie. Hope he 
doesn’t try to eat it… 

 
Here's a sneak peek at the considerable progress we've made since our last update: 
 
1. A Splash of Colour: Most of the decorating is complete, with just a few finishing touches 
remaining to be painted. 
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2. Unveiling Our Treasures: We've catalogued all the artefacts many of which will be on display 
at The Discovery Centre. 
 

3. Interactive Learning: We have been hard at 
work developing interactive programs, and the 
opening release has been successfully tested 
by several volunteers. These programs will 
allow visitors to discover more about 
interlocking, train steering, and learn by 
unscrambling railway anagrams. The programs 
run on a Raspberry Pi which is connected to an 
easy-to-use touch screen monitor. 
 
Screens ready for interactive displays 
 

4. History Unveiled: Thanks to Dave Newton, we now have an interesting rolling seven-minute 
presentation titled "Mini History of Railway Signalling" ready for visitors’ enjoyment. We're also 
working to incorporate some of Romsey’s signalling history into this presentation. 
 

Graeme and John fit a pelmet to hide all the wiring  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our class 33 loco “Eastleigh” being tested 
 

 
Dave and Andy discuss operation of track circuits 
 
5. Model Railway Magic: Our model railway is 
visibly taking shape, and we're grateful that Dave 
Newton has joined our busy team. Dave's 
expertise has been invaluable in helping us to set 
up track circuitry and Arduinos, small electronic 
controllers for the signalling system. We're 
pleased to report that the system has recently 
been successfully tested - loco sounds and all. 
What's more, we've even managed to 

demonstrate the "driver's view" by transmitting a webcam stream, albeit with some minor 
hiccups, from the train to the nearby Buffer Stop Cafe. 
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Graeme checks that the coach doesn’t  
fall off on the corner 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The signal is up and Alan and Graeme 

 say it’s all systems go! 
 
There will be more updates as we get closer to opening 
The Discovery Centre, which shouldn’t be so long now. 
 

Signage Update 

Dick Hewett writes:  

We continue to make gradual progress with this project. Mark Thurston of Thurston Signs, a local 
company who approached us offering to help, has now given us a very reasonable “cost-price” 
quotation for the materials and printing for replacements for the “Rod Hoyle” boards, and for 
smaller signs for some of the external artifacts, all on aluminium.  
 
Kelly and I have been moving forward with the new designs of the boards, which has included 
the supply of new mapping from a contact suggested by Mark, at very good price. When Kelly 
returns from her holiday, we shall complete the selection of images (using image enhancing 
software when necessary), finalise the designs, and submit to the committee for final approval. 
 
Meanwhile James Laffeaty and I have reviewed all the external artifacts and decisions will shortly 
be made on which need a small (probably A5) sign with them, and which will only be included in 
the more comprehensive visitor guide sheets which we will produce for 
visitors to use whilst walking around the site (rather like the room guides 
at National Trust properties). 
 
There are several other initiatives which will be pursued alongside these 
as part of a full package of signage and information for visitors, with the 
aim of providing as much information as possible whilst not swamping 
the site with physical signage. 
 

A typical item which needs more explanation for the general public 
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Storage of paints and other materials 

Adrian Birtles writes:  

Arising from a review of fire safety at the Signal Box site, all 
paints and related materials and other decorative or 
flammable materials have been moved out of buildings and 
the Buffer Stop lean-to and are now stored in the two silver-
painted steel cabinets near the bottom of the signal box 
staircase. 
 
Materials stored in the cabinets include: 
- - Paints, varnishes and stains of all types. 
 - Flammable materials including turpentine, white spirit, 
methylated spirit, glues. 
 - Other decorating materials. 
 
Paints and other materials have been sorted and put into the 
cabinets grouped as far as possible by type and colour. 
 
Adrian perfecting his drilling technique 
 

Future Practice: 
 
1. Please ensure that materials are not left in any buildings or the lean-to at the end of the 
working day – even if they are to be used again on the next day, they should be returned to the 
storage cabinets over-night, and put into their correct place. 
 
2. Before starting a new job, please check to see if there are already suitable materials in the 
store before buying new (the sort-out has found numerous part-used tins of paint of the same 
colour!). This note applies to all types of materials, not just paints. Please check our stores 
before buying new – you might be surprised at what you find (the new shelves for the paint 
cabinets were all made from “scrap” material 
found in the store). 
 
Safety note:  The metal doors of the cabinets lift-
out completely to open the cabinet. The doors are 
quite heavy; if in doubt, obtain assistance before 
attempting to open or close them. When closing 
them, ensure that the securing clips are properly 
engaged.  
 

The cabinets being used for paint storage 
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Nature Notes  

 
Neil Kearns writes: 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Neil removing the box hedge which was killed by box moths 
 
Unfortunately, the tale of the box moths has continued. The pheromone trap has worked but the 
moths had a successful breeding season and the remaining box hedges were stripped of leaves 
by their caterpillars in a couple of weeks during late July. The only solution without using lots of 
chemicals is to cut down the plants and grow something different. (It really will be "watch this 
space".) The photos above were taken of one of the last surviving box moths at the signal box. 
These images don't really give a sense of scale but their wingspan is 30 to 40 millimetres. This is 
a prime example of why we need bio security as these moths were 
imported into mainland Europe from the Far East in the early 2000's 
and were established by 2007. They found their way to the UK with 
potted plants a few years later and have been a known pest in South 
East England for about 10 years.  This article from the Royal 
Horticultural Society gives much more detail on their impact: 
https://www.rhs.org.uk/biodiversity/box-tree-caterpillar  
 
On a happier insect subject, the dahlias have been attracting both 
bumble bees and honey bees to feed on their nectar.  
 

A bee on a bloom 
 
Not directly on our little patch of Romsey, but Great White Egrets and Ospreys have been seen 
at the nearby Fishlake Meadowes nature reserve. That's why I keep looking at the sky on the off 
chance of something interesting flying over. 
 
 

https://www.rhs.org.uk/biodiversity/box-tree-caterpillar
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Membership Matters  

Neil Kearns, Membership Secretary, writes: 
 
We now have 89 paid up members with a few long-term members who needed reminding to 
renew their memberships. Also, a warm welcome to the members who have joined recently. 

  
 
 
 
Andy is one of our newer members and 
already he has mastered the skill of 
entertaining very young children. 
 
 
Sometime we’ll allow him to talk to 
adults as well… 
 
 
 
 

 
 

A particularly historical item 

Dick Hewett writes: 
 
As part of the signage project, we have been finding out a bit more about some of the items we 
have on the site. This stone sleeper arrived around 1990. It was rumoured to have come from 
Winchfield, between Farnborough and Basingstoke on the London & Southampton line. 
 
Enquiries through the National Railway Museum have now established that it almost certainly 
genuine in that regard. When the London & Southampton Railway 
opened as far as Winchfield (from Nine Elms) in 1838 it was 
indeed laid on stone sleepers such as this. However very quickly 
the railway company realised that these were not a suitable 
material, and very quickly changed to wooden sleepers, probably 
even before the line was extended to Basingstoke. 
 
Whilst we are sometimes concerned about potential theft of 
artifacts from the site, we would challenge anyone to move this 
sleeper far from its current position, where it sits proudly as a 
particularly historic piece of railway infrastructure, and the oldest 
artifact we have! 

(The stone sleeper is not easy to photograph…) 
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Open Days and Dates for your Diary 2023  

Please see our website for up-to-date information: romseysignalbox.org.uk. 
Our advertised programme of open days is as follows: 

Month Normal Opening 
School 
Holiday Extras 

Full timetable 
demonstrations 

September 
Saturday 16th (Heritage 
Open Days weekend – free 
admission) 

 
Sunday 17th (Heritage 
Open Days weekend – 
free admission) 

October 
Sunday 1st;  
Saturday 21st 

Thursday 26th  

November 
Sunday 5th;  
Saturday 18th 

  

December 
2023 

Sunday 3rd 
Please note our leaflet 
shows this as Dec 4th 

   

 
 
Contributions of articles and photographs for the next edition are welcome, please forward them 
to the Newsletter Editor at:  info@romseysignalbox.org.uk  
 
(Please note that copyright may apply to some photographs if sourced via the internet.  
If you submit photos taken by someone other than yourself, please kindly check with them if 
they wish their name to be credited to the photo.)  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Suitable captions invited… 

mailto:info@romseysignalbox.org.uk
mailto:info@romseysignalbox.org.uk

